This was a prospective pilot study to investigate the global motion characteristics of the spondylolysis and spondylolisthesis populations. OBJECTIVES: The aim of this study is to determine the influence of a spondylolisthesis or a spondylolysis on global spinal motion and to establish whether this is dependent on the cause of the slip or the degree/grade of the slip. SUMMARY OF BACKGROUND DATA: The condition of spondylolisthesis has been extensively discussed in the literature with respect to its etiology and management. However, the mechanics and movement of the spine in relation to pathology and the effect of this condition on function have received scant attention.
